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Kia ora e te whanau,
This week we welcomed back our senior students from their snowboarding adventure on Coronet
Peak. The next big snow-based activity is the ski trip in week five. Special thanks to Mrs Murray for
her organisation of both these events.
The big event of this week was our school cross country - the culmination of two weeks of daily
training runs. Having joined a class for a few of their training runs, I already had a sense of students
wanting to improve their times and support each other in doing so.
My congratulations to all the students that took part. Each and every one of you is a Winner! Cross
Country is one of those events that is truly about resilience - just keeping going even when you do
not want to. Whilst the event had its fair share of top performers, what impressed me most was that
everyone gave it go. It was fantastic to see our senior students supporting the juniors in their
respective races. One of the very special things about our school is how our senior students, very
naturally, support and encourage younger students in all aspects of school life.
Many schools across New Zealand gave up on events like school cross country, swimming sports and
athletics as ‘whole school’ activities many years ago. This was in part a response to the issues around
behaviour management of those students who really were not interested, but saw it as an
opportunity to skip classes for the day, and hang out with their mates. How refreshing it is that
Lawrence maintains an expectation of participation that students clearly buy into. Long may this
continue!
For my part, it has taught me that we have a proper cross-country course, that requires more than a
few training runs for a person of my advancing years! The training starts tomorrow.
Ngā mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki
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Get on board!
 

Message from the Board of
Trustees

Congratulations to everyone
involved with the school

cross country. Thank you to
everyone who has given

feedback on the
Landscaping survey. It is not

too late to have your say!
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