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Kia ora e te whanau,
Our top cross-country runners once again gave a fine account of themselves, at the recent Otago
event held at Kaikorai Valley College. A group of twelve students from years 5 – 8, once again showed
that Lawrence punches well above its weight as a South Otago school.
I am always interested in what the data tells us about our students, and so here are some facts about
our junior athletes at the two most recent cross-country competitions:
· At the South Otago cross country event (held in Clinton), Lawrence was the top performing school! Of
all the schools participating, Lawrence Area School had the most placings – (first, second or third).
· At the all of Otago event, held at Kaikorai Valley, our students yet again raised the bar. Whilst we had
no placings overall, we were yet again the top performing school from South Otago. In almost every
race, Lawrence students were amongst the top three finishers from South Otago schools.
Earlier in the year, a very similar picture emerged with the swimming sports. Lawrence Area School
had the most qualifiers of any school for the Otago championships. Why is this?
For both swimming and cross-country, we place importance on practice and preparation. Coupled
with this we have great facilities on hand with the ‘Splash Out’ Tuapeka Aqautic Centre and the
natural terrain of Gabriel’s Gully. Above all, we have students with some natural talent, plenty of
determination and a great support team (parents and teachers!) behind them.
With the final week approaching, practice for the school production – Yee Ha! – is in full swing.
Production night is Thursday 18th September, starting at 7pm. We look forward to a great show!

Ngā mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki



K I W I  C O M P E T I T I O N  R E S U L T S

Participation
Tyson Homer -   Science

Matthew Stevens-Hyslop -  Science, Maths
Jimmy Purvis -  Science

Lola Bradfield -   Maths, English
Eve Carpenter-   Maths, English

Lucy Murray -    Maths
Grace Howie -   Maths, English

Oliver Byrnes-Reynolds -  English
Zoie Lorenz -    English

Sophia Conder -   English
Kendal Homer -   English
Katie Homer -    English

George Tweed -   English
Sadie Bradfield -   English

Zac Dodds -    English
Madison Hogg -   English

Achieved
Yinthe Oldenhuis -   English

Lucy Murray -    English
Maylee Dwight -   English, Science
Matthew Stevens-Hyslop -  English

Ramona Little -   English
Zac Dodds -    Maths

George Tweed -   Maths

Merit
Maylee Dwight -   Maths

Tess Oldenhuis -   English
Jack Murphy -   Science

Congratulations to all participants, especially Maylee, Tess and Jack who gained merit awards.

Come along for a great
night at Simpson PArk 

Musical and performance 
presented by the Year 0-10

Students
of Lawrence Area School.



Poppie Johnson - September 8, 2025
Scott Muir still remembers sitting alone in a classroom at Roxburgh Area School,
connecting to his Level 3 History class through a screen. He was the only student at his
small Central Otago school taking the subject that year.
Without NetNZ, Muir wouldn’t have been able to study History at all. Today, he teaches at
Lawrence Area School, just 45 minutes down the road from where he grew up. He’s
preparing to teach History through NetNZ himself - the same platform that shaped his
own education a decade ago.

“I think Level 1, there was me and one other person at my school doing it, and then Level
2 and Level 3, I believe it was just me,” Muir recalls of his time as a NetNZ student. “It was
great to have the opportunity to do History, otherwise I would have been a bit lost,
asking myself ‘what am I going to do?’”

For rural students across Aotearoa, this question – ‘what am I going to do?’ - remains
central to their education. Small schools can’t offer every subject. Teachers wear
multiple hats. Students with specific academic interests often face impossible choices
between their passions and their communities.

To read the full article follow the link below
https://hail.to/netnz/article/JEFZNy6 
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