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iKia ora e te whanau,
Week six got off to a fabulous start with our Jump Jam Team - ‘Party Animals’ - claiming third place
in the Otago Jump Jam competition. This represents well deserved recognition for hours of practice
at lunchtime, after school and at weekends. Special mention must go to Rivka Oldenhuis for
establishing Jump Jam in the school and for coaching the team to success. An amazing young
leader!
Congratulations to the whole team:
Annaleese Byrnes Reynolds, Yinthe Oldenhuis, Ardelle Nyampinga, April-Rose Smith, Tess Oldenhuis,
Riki-Lee Nolan-Luke, Lucy Murray, Billie Bradfield, and Eve Carpenter. The trophy is proudly on display
in the school reception area.
Lawrence Area School was also well represented at the Rotary Speech Competition held at South
Otago High School early in the week. Riley McKenna (yr 7), Ava Tweed (yr 7), Kendal Homer (yr 8), and
Lola Bradfield (yr 8) all gave an excellent account of themselves. Ava’s speech against plant-based
food, and in favour of great kiwi meat eaters suitably impressed the judges, earning a third place for
the year 7 competition. Lola was vehement in arguing against equal pay for all jobs – clearly
outlining how this would discourage effort and motivation. Thie earned another third place for
Lawrence to cap a wonderful team effort for the evening. All four girls did Lawrence proud.
Our ‘dress-up’ book character day was a tremendous success. From super-heroes to Harry Potter,
and hot dogs to Dr Seuss, the costumes were amazing! What a fantastic day of energy and
celebration. I cannot think of a better way to get excited about reading. Thanks to our Librarians, Sue
Wither and Andrea Cotton, for driving this event and making it such a special week for everyone –
staff and students.
Ngā mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki
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