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Kia ora e te whanau,

It was an absolute pleasure to see Luca Bell and Lochie McKenzie receive their ‘Class Act’ awards this
week. These awards celebrate the excellence of young people from across the Otago region. What
strikes me most about both Luca and Lochie is how humble they are about what they have achieved. I
really love their attitudes, which will stand them in good stead for whatever lies ahead.
Congratulations to everyone who has supported them during their time at Lawrence Area School –
family, friends, and teachers.

As we head towards the end of the year, the focus is very much on planning for next year. Central to
this is having good information (evidence) about where we are at right now. The views of everyone are
important – students, teachers, and parents.

Over the next week students (from year 4 and up), and teachers will be completing the New Zealand
Council for Educational Research (NZCER) Wellbeing@School Survey. The survey explores the extent to
which students and staff perceive the school’s climate to be safe and caring. The results of the survey
will help shape our strategic goals for 2026. The survey focuses on four main areas:

- School-wide climate and practices
- Teaching and Learning
- Community partnerships
- Prosocial student culture and strategies

A parent survey will shortly be emailed out too. I encourage everyone to complete the survey I would
love to hear from each and every parent on how well the school is catering to the needs of the
students. The survey will only take 5-10 minutes of your time but will give a valuable insight into what
we are doing well in addition to areas we may need to put more focus on. Thank you in advance!

Ngā mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki



Jack Smith entered
the 5km race on

Saturday in
Balclutha 25.23

minutes in full force
head wind (was

wild) coming 7th /
57 entries.

Well Done Jack an
awesome effort

against children
and adults

Year 0-10 Class Packs
All families will have received an email with a google form to be

completed regarding stationery packs for 2026. A reminder to
please have this done by Thursday 23 October. If you have not

received this email, please contact Andrea or Sue in the library.

On Thursday, we had the pleasure of
welcoming Mr. Auld for Morning tea—and a

surprise! In recognition of his kindness,
dedication, long service and the impact

he's had on our School,  we unveiled a
special chair in our community garden,

dedicated just to him.
Thank you, Mr. Auld—you’ve truly earned

your seat in the heart of our garden.
 

Industrial action

Thursdsay 23  October
school is closed to all

year levels.

rd

Wednesday November
5th school closes at 1pm

for year 9-13
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