LAWRENCE AREA

NEWSILETTE

Kia ora e te whanau,
It is good to be writing this newsletter with some sense of normality (from a school perspective at least).
Our attendance rates have been close to normal for the entire week.

Much of our community continues to be affected by a lack of power and, in some cases, water. For many,
normality is a long way off in terms of the clean up and recovery. What has stood out to me is the
community pulling together to support those that need help. My thanks to the entire school staff for
going the extra mile in making the school a warm and welcoming environment this week for our students.

In spite of the obvious stresses of the week for everyone, there have been pockets of unexpected joy. Not
least, the students taking the theme of mufti to some interesting places. Superheroes, scuba gear and a
general glitzy theme have brightened the week! The generosity of our wider community has allowed us to
provide some kind of hot food every lunchtime this week. Thank you to everyone who has donated. It has
been most heartwarming and appreciated.

Today is the last day for our seniors as they go on study leave. Exams can be dreaded or looked upon as
an opportunity to show what you know. If the right preparation has been done, it should certainly be the
latter. We wish them all well, and the school remains open for senior students to organise revision
sessions with teachers as needed. Year 13’s finish with us today and were in early on Friday to leave their
mark. We certainly take the pranks as a measure of appreciation and love for Lawrence Area School and
all it has done for them! Best wishes to Dylan, Lochie, Abbie, Ava, Briar, Caitlyn, Luca and Amy.

Next week our year seven and eights are off to Stewart Island. We wish Mrs Taylor, Mrs Bennington and all
the students all the very best for what should be a wonderful experience.
Happy Halloween Everyone!

Nga mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki






STUDENT OF THE WETEK

Room 3 =i
tudent of the Week

Abrakarnr Harra

Robbre Murray

For your outstanding focus and excellent”

For his amazing progress o reading, effort in all learning areas.
writing and numeracy! 31st October 2025
F7 Cctober 2025

Room 4 K-
Student of the WeeR®

Andr Homer

For their outstanding enthusiasm and
initiative in developing the LAS Community
\Garden, and for being such engaging and
]mowledggabig hosts on our Open Day,

For her terrific work in all areas of her
arning, especially reading, writing and maths

24th October 2025
31st October 2025

. &,

i Sophia Conder
For a very descriptive and emotive holiday
recount about her cancelled trip to Australia

31 October 2025
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Measles Update — Stay Informed

While we don't currently have a measles outbreak in our areaq, there have been 13
confirmed cases in New Zealand. It's a good reminder to stay alert and know the
symptoms to look out for.

You can also follow the latest updates and locations of interest here:
https://info.health.nz/conditions-treatments/infectious-diseases/about-
measles/measles-immunity?decisionpathway=231%2C229%2C227%2C225%2C223

Health New Zealand information Sheet

Measles

Measlesis very contogious, which means it spreads very easily between peoplewho arenot
immune. Measles can couse serious health problems, including chest infections and brain
swelling, which can lead to hospitalisotion or even death. Measles con weaken a person’s
immune system, leading to long-term effects on their heaith.

@ How do | know if| am immune to measles?
You ore considersd immune to measles f you hove:
+ hod meosles baforg, OR

+ received 2 meosles vaccines after the age of 12 monthe (eg the meosies, mumps and rubslia
(MMR) vaccine)

If you were born or Iiving In New Z2aland before 1968, you are likely to be immune becawse nearly
everyone caught measles before then i you lived in another country before 1969 you will need to
check with your healthoore provider.

It iz impotart you check if you are immune to medsies and to find medical records, such as
iImrmunisotion records or test results, to confirm this. Far more information on checking your
iIrmmunity visit infohealth.nz/ measle s-imrunity

Immunisation & the best protection agaoinst measkes. fyouars not immune to meas kes, or not
sure if you're immune, you should get vaccinated (for more information reod the prevention
sechon of the information sheet).

If vou are immune and you are exposed o someone with measles, you won't need o quaranting
(stoy ot home) or take any other s pecial precautions to protect other people, oz you are alreoidy
protected from getting and s preading meosles

Signs and symptoms - what you can see and feel

Mzaskes symptorns can start anywhere from 7 to 21 days afteryou have been exposed o
somecne with meoskes but will usudily start within 10 days.
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[i=F"1] Prinic Eyen
Tha firgt symploms of meansies am like othar respirotory linesses, such of COVID-TE and influenzg
(the flu). With measlas, o rash nommally oppears 3 to 7 doys oftar the other symptorms. The rash
starts on the foce and then spreads o the est of the body. fyou have a fever and rash, and
you are notimmune to measles (or you're not sure), follow the information in the seeking
health advice section.
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