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Kia ora e te whanau,

It is great to finally have usemfour new turf! Students een enjoying the new look surface
throughout the week - we will organise an ‘official’ opening before the end of the school year. Thanks
again to all the sponsors and to the drive of Gillian May and Carla Murray in seeing the project through to
completion.

On Monday, our secondary teachers are joining their Otago colleagues in a range of curriculum days.
This is the first opportunity to ‘unpack’ the new curriculum at years 9 and 10.

The current educational landscape is something unique and unlike anything | have experienced in over
30 years of teaching (27 of those in New Zealand). The following factors are at play:

- Complete overhaul of the curriculum and assessment at all levels.
- Polarised views amongst principals on these changes.
- Negotiations over pay and conditions that are becoming increasingly divisive.

On the first point, there are a lot of positives — particularly in years 0 — 8. A curriculum that offers greater
detailed planning has been generally well received.

It is from year 11, where contention over subjects and assessment really kicks in. This is where the
polarised views are occurring which is unusual. My view is that these polarised views are because of a
rushed process that has not sought to build consensus amongst the people who know - principals and
teachers. | was one of the 650 principals who signed the letter to the Minister asking for a pause in
implementation at years 11-13. This would allow for greater consultation and, most importantly, a broad
consensus.

Finally, the negotiation process has been hampered by the initial salary offer of the government of 1%, 1%,
1% over 3 years. This was really an insult and has set the tone for what has followed. Striking is a last
resort, and hopefully a resolution is reached sooner rather than later. | suspect the looming election will
become a significant factor in a resolution being reached.

Nga mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki




Year 9 & 10 fFood and Nutrition

This class has been completing a food and culture topic. Students worked in pairs

and created a power point presentation on a country of their choice. Students also
planned, prepared and cooked a dish from their chosen country.

Below are a selection of photos of the students’ work.
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STUDENT OF THE WETEK

Room 4 Q)
Student of the Week

Joknny Bright

Sarmue! Dwight & Harlie Gannaway

For your effort in all subject areas,
especially in writing.

';é"yr always settiling to the mat g rﬂ .
b ‘Far her wonderful effort in all of her learail
and gquietly!

7 November 2025

Keep up the great work Marlie:

7th November 2025
7th November 2025

.~ Room 5 S
tudent of the Weel

Zac Podds

1 April-Rose Smith

the most awesome camper af §
d | giving everything a go and mixing
with all her peers

BBy his great work during Motk and also #is
sk gt sharriog fus fﬂgwfgdfa arnd ﬁgﬁ-}#‘_
others i Hath

Fth Novemiber 2025 7 November 2025

No BIKES, SKATEBOARDS,
ROLLER SKATES/BLADES,
SCOOTERS OR MOTORBIKES
ALLOWED ON THE TURF.




Viednesday

Thursday

14

HCEA Practice
Exilins

Clued up kids -
¥r6

|
Year 7 and 8
cricket

22
Year 5 and &

cricket

27
Labour Day

30
Sports
activator

£

0sTC
prizegiving
Cromwell 9am

3 NCEA exoms
stort

¥9/10 55
Stewart Islond
camp

i
L2 Maths AM

Stewart Island
camp

5
L3 Eng AM

Stewart Island
camp

6

L2 Eng AM

L3 Hist PM
Stewart Island

camp

Life Ed Bus

10
Secondary
(Yg-13) TOD
L2 Te Reo AM
Life Ed Bus

1
L1 Eng AM
L3 Bio PM

Life Ed Bus

12
staff PD

Life Ed Bus

13
L1 Math AM
L1 Hist PM

Life Ed Bus

14
RAS Exchange
¥7-10 at LAS

17
L1 Te Reo AM
L2 Bio PM

18

L2 Hist AM
Quadrathon -
individuals
only

19

20

25

L1 Chem,/Bio
AM

L2 Home Ec AM
L3 Home Ec PM

26

staff PD
11 Health PM

X7
Sports
activator

2

Yeor 10
Wellington
Yeor 9 Comp

9
Prize Giving




