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Kia ora e te whanau,
It is great to finally have use of our new turf! Students have been enjoying the new look surface
throughout the week - we will organise an ‘official’ opening before the end of the school year. Thanks
again to all the sponsors and to the drive of Gillian May and Carla Murray in seeing the project through to
completion.

On Monday, our secondary teachers are joining their Otago colleagues in a range of curriculum days.
This is the first opportunity to ‘unpack’ the new curriculum at years 9 and 10.
The current educational landscape is something unique and unlike anything I have experienced in over
30 years of teaching (27 of those in New Zealand). The following factors are at play:

· Complete overhaul of the curriculum and assessment at all levels.
· Polarised views amongst principals on these changes.
· Negotiations over pay and conditions that are becoming increasingly divisive.

On the first point, there are a lot of positives – particularly in years 0 – 8. A curriculum that offers greater
detailed planning has been generally well received.
It is from year 11, where contention over subjects and assessment really kicks in. This is where the
polarised views are occurring which is unusual. My view is that these polarised views are because of a
rushed process that has not sought to build consensus amongst the people who know – principals and
teachers. I was one of the 650 principals who signed the letter to the Minister asking for a pause in
implementation at years 11-13. This would allow for greater consultation and, most importantly, a broad
consensus.

Finally, the negotiation process has been hampered by the initial salary offer of the government of 1%, 1%,
1% over 3 years. This was really an insult and has set the tone for what has followed. Striking is a last
resort, and hopefully a resolution is reached sooner rather than later. I suspect the looming election will
become a significant factor in a resolution being reached.

Ngā mihi nui
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki



Year 9 & 10 Food and Nutrition
This class has been completing a food and culture topic. Students worked in pairs
and created a power point presentation on a country of their choice. Students also
planned, prepared and cooked a dish from their chosen country.
Below are a selection of photos of the students' work.
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S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  W E E K

No Bikes, skateboards,
roller skates/blades,

scooters or motorbikes
allowed on the turf.




