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Statement from the Lawrence Area School Board of Trustees Reaffirming Our Commitment to
Te Tiriti O Waitangi

The Lawrence Area School Board of Trustees wishes to restate our commitment to Te Tiriti o
Waitangi, following the Government’s recent decision to remove the requirement for school
boards to ‘give effect to Te Tiriti’ from the Education and Training Act.

We acknowledge that these changes shift where legal responsibility for Te Tiriti sits within the
education system. While the intention is to clarify the Crown’s role and ensure consistent
expectations across schools, we recognise this adjustment has prompted a range of responses
within the sector.

For Lawrence Area School, our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi has always been grounded in
values and relationships rather than legislation. Te Tiriti helps guide how we work with our
students, staff, whanau, and community, and supports us to create an environment where Maori
learners feel valued and supported.

We understand the concerns raised about the potential for inconsistency across schools, and
about the importance of ensuring that cultural responsiveness, matauranga Maori, and local
identity continue to be visible in teaching and learning. We also recognise that the Government
has emphasised the importance of improving equitable outcomes for Maori learners and
intends to lead this work at a system level.

As a Board, we remain committed to:
- Maintaining positive and respectful relationships with mana whenua and Maori whenua.

- Supporting the continued inclusion of te ao Maori and matauranga Maori in our local
curriculum.

- Encouraging practices that promote the well-being and success of Maori dkonga.

- Strengthening our own cultural capability so we can serve our community well.

We will continue to observe how national policy develops and will engage constructively with
any future guidance or resourcing that supports equity for Maori learners. Regardless of
legislative change, our intention is uphold the spirit of Te Tiriti o Waitangi in the way we operate

as a school.

Board of Trustees
Lawrence Area School
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Year 9 and 10 Music
Thisterm, year 9 and 10have
co-written their own lyrics to

jingle bells.
We hope you have fun singing
these Kiwi-Lawrence-Tuapeka
inspired words to the tune of
jingle bells!

Dashing on the lawn
To bowl the cricket ball
Smash it down for 4
Cuz gets it coz he's tall
Mum calls us in for lunch
Sandals and crocs are off
Oh what fun it is to munch on the BBQ we scoff

Jingle bells, Jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh what funitis to
Celebrate this
Christmas Day
Jingle bells, Jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh what funitis to
Celebrate this
Christmas Day

Pohutukawa red
With the gifts below
Mum got me a Ted
Dad got me a bow
Now were going to the beach
We stop at Night ‘n’ Day
Oh what fun it is to eat ice-cream on Christmas Day, hey!

Dashing through the heat
On a hot summer's day
Over the fields we go
Laughing all the way
Bells on the hilux
Making lots of noise
Oh what fun it is to ride
A toyota four wheel drive

Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells

Jingle all the way

Oh, fun it is fo ride on a hot summer's day
Oh, Jingle bells, jingle bells

Jingle all the way

Oh, what fun it is to ride on a hot summer's day

A day or two ago
| thought I'd buy a present

And as soon as | got home

| hid it from the parents

Christmas day came

The present was revealed

To everyone's SUeriSE

It was a maccas meal
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Crashing our dirtbikes,
on a dusty brown back road,
chasing thrills and dreams,
through Lawrence town we go,
speeding to the sun,
the gold rush at our backs,
Christmas will be fun,
when were racing past the flax.
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HEY!
Jingle bells, Jingle Bells
Kiwi all the way,
Dirt biking and splashing at the beach
on christmas day,
HEY!
Jingle bells, Jingle Bells
Kiwi all the way,
Paua shells and running
near the sea on christmas day
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Barbeque on the beach.
Roasting juicy lamb
And soon we'll get the fizz
Crack open that can
Chill at Kaka Point, a kiwi holiday
Scavenging for shells, lunch is on the way.
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STUDENT OF THE WETEK

UWitlow Nickholson

fantastic result in probability
uge improvements in mathe
overall.

7 Knrerum & Harriet

For starting school with positl

ing great leadership and being
and role models to our Year 2 visital
this marning:
28th November 2025

attitudes and for settling ke the

routines of Room One
28 November 2025

28th November 2025

Grace Millhouse
ytking well in mathematics throug
and achieving some very g

post-test scores,

mever speaking, to proudly using
voice and sharing your rdeas:
DEh NMovermber 2025

28 November 2025




1 December 2 3 4

Year 10 Year 10 Year 10 Year 10
Wellington Wellington Wellington Wellington
Year 9 Camp Year 9 Camp Year 9 Camp | Year 9 Camp

Our pupils recently entered the Oke
Charity 10th birthday t-shirt design
competition. OKe charity has been
instrumental in helping us create our
school garden.

We were thrilled to have Zac winning
the overall competition and his design
featuring on the official’Oke t-shirt’.
Ardelle’s designh was highly
commended and was printed as a tea-
towel. They were both sold at their
recent stall in Auckland .



3 Countdown to Christmas
A programme of Advent crafts, stories
and activities for families of all ages.

SUNDAY 30 | A

NOVEMBER

STARTING AT 4PM
AND FINISHING WITH A LIGHT TEA

Christmas Surprises! W

Crafts, games, stories and activities
for girls in Year 3 and up.
At Lawrence Presbyterian Church

on the corner of Colonsay and Peel Streets : 3..3me to 5.30pm

REGISTER BY MESSAGING OR TEXTING

CHRISTINE HARREX Tuesd ay 2 |_~‘
0212121096 |
_ December | p.jister by
e vmsnnss leasresirossins RO ot Meet at the school | messaging or
o

gate straight after | : 2
school to join a texting Christine

walking bus to the Harrex on
Lawrence Presbyterian 0212121096
Church.

e ] SM ER : .-::f,f".
2l READING
== CHALLENGE

% For tamariki of all ages.
Register for free at any of the Clutha District Libraries = 3
from 1 December to collect your bingo card. *g
Challenge runs from the 1 December 2025 to | M

the 6 February 2026.

. Clutha District Council
‘M ~ Libraries

Club of Balclutha



