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Statement from the Lawrence Area School Board of Trustees Reaffirming Our Commitment to
Te Tiriti O Waitangi

The Lawrence Area School Board of Trustees wishes to restate our commitment to Te Tiriti o
Waitangi, following the Government’s recent decision to remove the requirement for school
boards to ‘give effect to Te Tiriti’ from the Education and Training Act.

We acknowledge that these changes shift where legal responsibility for Te Tiriti sits within the
education system. While the intention is to clarify the Crown’s role and ensure consistent
expectations across schools, we recognise this adjustment has prompted a range of responses
within the sector.

For Lawrence Area School, our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi has always been grounded in
values and relationships rather than legislation. Te Tiriti helps guide how we work with our
students, staff, whanau, and community, and supports us to create an environment where Maori
learners feel valued and supported.

We understand the concerns raised about the potential for inconsistency across schools, and
about the importance of ensuring that cultural responsiveness, matauranga Maori, and local
identity continue to be visible in teaching and learning. We also recognise that the Government
has emphasised the importance of improving equitable outcomes for Maori learners and
intends to lead this work at a system level.

As a Board, we remain committed to:

- Maintaining positive and respectful relationships with mana whenua and Maori whenua.

- Supporting the continued inclusion of te ao Maori and matauranga Maori in our local
curriculum.

- Encouraging practices that promote the well-being and success of Maori ākonga.

- Strengthening our own cultural capability so we can serve our community well.

We will continue to observe how national policy develops and will engage constructively with
any future guidance or resourcing that supports equity for Maori learners. Regardless of
legislative change, our intention is uphold the spirit of Te Tiriti o Waitangi in the way we operate
as a school.
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Year 9 and 10 Music
 Thisterm, year 9 and 10have

co-written their own lyrics to
jingle bells.

We hope you have fun singing
these Kiwi-Lawrence-Tuapeka
inspired words to the tune of

jingle bells!
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Our pupils recently entered the Oke
Charity 10th birthday t-shirt design
competition. OKe charity has been

instrumental in helping us create our
school garden.

We were thrilled to have Zac winning
the overall competition and his design

featuring on the official’Oke t-shirt’.
Ardelle’s design was highly

commended and was printed as a tea-
towel. They were both sold at their

recent stall in Auckland . 




