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Kia ora e te whanau,
It was an absolute pleasure to accompany the year 9’s on their Tautuku camp this
week. This year was the first combined camp which included Maniototo and
Roxburgh Area Schools. Having taught the year 9’s this year (maths), it was great
to spend a week with them outside of the classroom! Many of the staff from the
other schools commented on how well our students stepped up to do jobs without
asking. The year 10’s enjoyed the week in Wellington and the feedback there has
also been very positive. My thanks to all the staff involved in making these camps
such a great experience – Mrs Hughes, Mr Muir, Mr Bromby and Mrs Murray.

As I reflect on the year that has gone, the one thing that stands out to me is the
many and varied opportunities students at our school get. Whether it is camps,
sports or culture, there is so much on offer. These experiences, outside of the
classroom, are such a vital part of a ‘whole’ approach to education. These are the
experience that develop the skills of getting along with others, in a whole range of
contexts, outside the classroom. They are also the experiences that will stay with
students, and the memories and friendships that will last way beyond Lawrence
Area School.

Next week we kick into celebration and prize giving mode. I look forward to
celebrating the achievements of students both inside and outside the classroom.
Wishing everyone a very merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year.

Meri Kirihimete
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki
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