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Kia ora e te whanau

It was great to see so many students, young and old, at the Anzac ceremony last week. With so much
global uncertainty and conflict, the message of unity and peace was much needed and well received.

Earlier this week a big Auckland School (2000 pupils) was highlighted in the news for an initiative to
make sure every student gets acknowledged in the school day. They were basically promoting home
room style teaching up to year 10. This is not a new idea (we do it here with most subjects!), but it does
highlight the issue of meaningful teacher-student connections in a large school.

The biggest benefit of our school is our size - every student is known. It would be extremely rare for a
student at Lawrence Area School to go through the day without a meaningful connection with a staff
member. Our morning roll check is a great example of staff checking in with each student - this is done
in a variety of ways across the school.

Earlier this week, | sent out information to all parents about our ‘Linewise Pulse’ initiative for students in
years 3-13. This is a quick (60-second) online weekly check-in on individual well-being. Students will
receive an email next Wednesday morning that will take them to the check-in page. Senior students are
away at tournament from Wednesday next week, so it may be that they don’t get the opportunity to
check in until later in the week. The system is set up to allow for flexibility, so check-ins after Wednesday
are fine and will happen from time to time. All part of busy school life!

As mentioned earlier, as a tight-knit Area School, we ‘do’ student connection really well. The ‘Linewise
Pulse’ initiative gives another avenue for student voice. It will also give us good data to track, week to
week, on student wellbeing across a range of indicators. As data emerges from this we will share trends
and themes to ensure we are all on the same page in supporting students to be the best they can be. If
you have not had the chance yet, please do check your emails for the full information on this initiative.

The big event next week is the Area Schools Tournament for our senior students. We will be travelling to
Roxburgh each day to compete against the other ‘South-of -the South’ Area Schools. We look forward to
some great competition and hopefully some students making higher honours. More detailed information
(travel times each day) will be emailed out to parents on Monday.

Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki



PTA AGM will be held on May 5th at 7pm in the school library, all
welcome. Any enquiries or funding requests can be sent to Stacee
staceerobertson@gmail.com or Jane janerosahowie@gmail.com

We are looking for new members to join the PTA, if you are interested
please get in touch or feel come along to our meeting!
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2026 school ski trip, 8 & 9 August
Kia ora whanau,

This year's annual school ski trip will take place on the
8th & 9th of August at Cardrona Alpine Ski Resort. All
families are responsible for their own travel and
accommodation. All participants will be required to be
police vetted for this event. Police vetting forms are
available at the school office. More information about
the ski trip will come out towards the end of term two.

Nga mihi,
Carla Murray
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