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Kia ora e te whanau

This week | have had the pleasure of accompanying our Area Schools Tournament team on their daily
travels to Roxburgh. What a week it has been! Close to thirty students have travelled each day,
Wednesday to Friday, to take on the other schools in our region — Roxburgh, Maniototo, The Catlins, Twizel,
Waiau and Te Wharekura Arowhenua.

What has stood out to me is the range of activities on offer that include the normal intense rivalries, along
with some less traditional, more social, activities. There has been something for everyone including a quiz,
chess, pickleball, clay pigeon shooting and card games to the more traditional battle arenas of football,
netball, volleyball, and rugby.

For a group of our students in year nine and ten, this has been their first experience of an Area Schools
Tournament. New connections have been made, that go beyond rivalry. These connections will develop
and allow connection way beyond the sports field. This is what lies at the very heart of this incredibly
special competition. Intense rivalry is a given, but building connections with others, who also enjoy all the
benefits of an Area School, is a far more lasting outcome. Connections that will last for the next four to five
years and beyond.

For another group of students, this will be their last experience. Whilst there will be some emotion and
sadness around this, | would encourage this group to reflect on how lucky they have been to be a part of
this. These students will take the spirit of the Area Schools Sports with them - it is not lost!

Thank you to all the parents who have come and supported this week — this makes more of a difference
than you will know — and is hugely appreciated. A big thankyou to all the staff who have been supporting
the students this week — driving, organising gear, encouraging, supporting, coaching and, of course,
feeding!

Special thanks to Shar Conder for her overall co-ordination of this event.

Results from the Week:

Fair Play Award Winners: Haomish Murphy and Ashley Nyampinga

Tournament Winners: Matty Cook — Chess, Lachie Wark — Trap Shooting.

South of the South National representatives: Sophia Conder — Football, Jonathan Lawrence — Basketball
and Volleyball, Tegan Leadbeater - Football, Ki-o-Rahi and Rugby.
Congratulations to everyone who took part!

Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki



Year 12 & 13 Physical Education update

Term two started with surfing in Dunedin with the
Esplanade Surfing School. All the students stood up and
surfed some waves. “Surfing was really cool, and | want to
do it again. | really liked the beach and being able to stand
up on the board” were some comments from the
students.The year 13 class are now learning how to play
squash as part of a performance improvement programme.
The year 12 class are learning about methods and principles
of training to improve their netball performance.
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT:
#PINKSHIRTDAYNZ
PINKSHIRTDAY.ORG.NZ
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SPEAK UP N

STAND TOGETHER
STOP BULLYING

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE

Mental Health Foundation
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Lawrence PTA
We are wanting to set up a
subcommittee for the cook book,
choosing the recipes and organisation
etc.
Are you able to help?

If you are interested please get in
contact with Stacee Robertson or

Jane Howie

2026 school ski trip, 8 & 9 August
Kia ora whanau,

This year's annual school ski trip will take place on the
8th & 9th of August at Cardrona Alpine Ski Resort. All
families are responsible for their own travel and
accommodation. All participants will be required to be
police vetted for this event. Police vetting forms are
available at the school office. More information about
the ski trip will come out towards the end of term two.

Nga mihi,
Carla Murray
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Jacob Robertson

Te Manawa Taumata
For great ideas and commitment during our
writing sessions

Far his effort in all his classwork and progres
in our Time unit-
Eeth Hay 2026
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