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Kia ora e te whanau
On Tuesday of this week, I attended the curriculum leaders ‘roadshow.’ The event, hosted by the Ministry
of Education, was the first of a series that will be taking place across New Zealand. The main purpose of
the day was to unpack the changes that are happening in the secondary education sector at the
moment. This is the final ‘phase’ of the curriculum and assessment changes that have been sweeping
through the education system.
The first part of the day was about the ‘knowledge-rich’ curriculum. This is a term that has become
widely used, so it is important to understand exactly what is meant by this. It certainly means more
content knowledge. More accurately, it can be described as a significant ‘pendulum swing’ change, not
just restricted to New Zealand, but part of a global education phenomenon. That is, a shift away from
collaborative learning techniques towards a focus on foundational skills, explicit instruction, and
individualised learning.
The ‘learning styles’ theory (categorising students as visual, auditory, or kinesthetic learners) has been
debunked by the cognitive scientists informing current reforms. There is, apparently, no evidence to
support an approach that recognises these different learning styles. This model is being replaced by a
model that favours universal cognitive principles – the belief that human brain circuits for cognitive
tasks (like reading or maths) are virtually identical across all learners. Video examples of this approach,
from Western Australia, were enthusiastically shared with us. This can best be described as a ‘one-size-
fits-all’ approach.
I make no secret of being a big fan of the National Certificate of Education (NCEA). A strengths-based
qualification that clearly shows what students can achieve across a menu of domains. I do worry about
what is coming. I worry about the students who might not benefit from this new approach – who do not
quite fit the ‘norm.’
We will hold an information evening in term four to outline the upcoming changes to the qualification
system. These changes will affect our current year 9’s. However, it would be of interest to any parent
who may be interested in the details of what is coming.
Whilst I may have reservations, I know how professional teachers are, both at Lawrence Area School and
across the motu. They will work to ensure the best possible outcomes for students, in spite of where the
political pendulum may be swinging.
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki
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L A W R E N C E  A R E A  S C H O O L

What an amazing month it has been for
our Knit Club!

In just four short weeks, our enthusiastic
young knitters have been learning the
basics of knitting during their lunch breaks.
With determination, patience, and plenty of
practice, they have worked together to
create these beautiful woollen blankets for
charity.
We are incredibly proud of what our
students have achieved in such a short
time. Not only have they learned a valuable
new skill, but they have also experienced
the joy of creating something meaningful
for others.
A special thank you goes to our senior
students, Emily and Katie, who have knitted
alongside our younger students, offering
encouragement, support, and inspiration.
These blankets are a wonderful example of
what can be achieved when a community
comes together with kindness, creativity,
and a willingness to learn.

Well done, Knit Club!
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