
LETTER T E R M  T W O

Kia ora e te whanau

How do we measure success as a school? This is a really important question and one that
occupies a lot of my thinking! For me, the most important thing is that students feel safe and
have a sense of belonging at the school. If this is in place then success in all areas of school life –
academic, sporting, and cultural will flourish. It would be great if everyone felt like a ‘box of bees’
all of the time, and that everyone related to each other in line with the well-known ‘Golden Rule’:
Treat others the way you would like to be treated. That of course is not the reality of school or life
in general!
So how do we know how we are doing? The Pulse survey that students do each week is one
indicator. It is heartening to know that our school has the highest uptake of all users in New
Zealand. Over 86% of students regularly check-in every week! This includes sending gratitude to
each other and staff. Here is a snap shop of the well-being of our school compared to schools
nationally, over the last month. This data is provided externally to us:

So collectively, we are tracking well. The challenge of course is to focus in on giving support
where it is needed. That is absolutely what Pulse offers – an additional avenue to respond to
student need.
I received another external survey this week that showed our participation rate in secondary
sport was 86% in 2025. That put us fifth out of all the secondary schools in Otago! Well above the
Otago average of 64%. (The highest recorded school was 90%).
I am maths teacher. I love statistics. Particularly ones like this these!
Needless to say, I am immensely proud of the achievements of our students and how they are
supported by all the staff here and their whanau at home. We look forward to more success next
week as Jonathan Lawrence, Tegan Leadbeater and Sophia Conder head off to the Area Schools
Nationals tournament in Whangarei. Go well!
Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki
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L A W R E N C E  A R E A  S C H O O L

Whakaute, Manawa,  

Kawenga, Pononga



Our fabulous new outdoor area and new tables built by
our caretaker Robbie 

Year 11 science exploring physics concepts around
surface area and mass of falling objects

 LAWRENCE AREA SCHOOL
WEBSITE

C A L E N D E R C L I C K  O N  T H E
L I N K  T O  V I E W

https://las.school.nz/
https://las.school.nz/
https://las.school.nz/events/


S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  W E E K

Respect, Responsibility, 

Motivation & Honesty



S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  W E E K

School Garden
QR code

Scan the QR code to be taken to our
school garden page

School Jersey Orders for
Term 3

If you are wanting to order a school
jersey for the cold winter months now
is the time. Please get in contact with
Sue or Andrea ASAP so we can get an

order underway at Otago Knitwear and
have the jerseys ready for term 3.

We are part of the Fuel for Schools
program. If you purchase your bulk fuel
through Fern please consider adding us

as your chosen school

https://las.school.nz/events/
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