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Kia ora e te whanau

Football fever gripped the school early in the week, with our years 3-8 competing in Milton and
Balclutha on Tuesday. Eleven teams competed and were an absolute credit to our school! All our
school values shone through and blew away the morning fog: Whakaute, Kawenga, Manawa and
Pononga. Special thanks to our parent coaches who went above and beyond in supporting the
teams.

On Thursday we were back in Balclutha with the Kapa Haka group performing at Te Pou O Mata
Au in Balclutha. Our ten-minute set included a rousing haka that truly showed our school pride.
Thanks to Pauline Taylor, Eileena Kenny and Timikuka Walker for guiding the group to such a
polished performance.

Not to be outdone, our senior students were also in the spotlight this week. Tegan, Jonathan and
Sophia were part of the South of the South team competing at the Area Schools National
Tournament in Whangarei. All three students were exceptional ambassadors for both the school
and the South of the South. The week culminated with Jonathan being selected for the National
Area Schools Volleyball team and Tegan being selected for the National Area Schools Ki o rahi
team. What amazing achievements! The team were ably supported by both Carla Murray and
Shar Conder. We wish you all a good rest next week!

Finally, we wish everyone a safe and restful term break. Mid-year reports are out today. These
look very different for years 0-10, so please do have a good look through. Our meet the teacher
evenings next term (July 27th and July 28th), will be a great opportunity to get more detail
around both reporting and general progress in all areas.

Dave Bagwell mﬂ/"’“"m’
Tumuokig W‘;VWW’ p&W



FOOD & NUTRITION

Celebrating Matariki Through Manaakitanga and

Whanaungatanga

Last Friday the Year 10 food and nutrition students invited Room 1to share morning tea to celebrate
Matariki together.

As part of their learning, the Year 10 students prepared a range of healthy snacks to share with the
students. The occasion provided an opportunity to put the values of manaakitanga (showing care,
kindness, and hospitality towards others) and whanaungatanga (building relationships and a sense of
belonging) into action.

The Year 10 students took great pride in creating nutritious and appealing snacks and enjoyed serving
and talking with the Room 1 students. In return, our visitors enthusiastically sampled the kai and shared
in the celebrations of Matariki.

Experiences such as these highlight the important role food plays in bringing people together and
strengthening our school community. The event was a wonderful example of older students acting as
role models while fostering connections with the younger students.

A big thank you to our Year 10 students for being great hosts and getting into the spirit, celebrating
Matariki through manaakitanga and whanaungatang

Year 9 Food and Nutrition

The Year 9 food and nutrition students have been exploring Food and Culture focusing on Kiwiana foods, as
part of this in last week's practical session they made the New Zealand famous hokey pokey recipe.

To deepen their understanding of the cultural stories behind our food traditions, students watched a clip
from Whanau Kai featuring Naomi Toilalo (Sadie and Billie Bradfield's Auntie) sharing the story of a
treasured Hokey Pokey recipe that had been passed down from her mother’s recipe book. This highlighted
the important role food plays in preserving family histories, traditions and connections across generations.
The activity is also connected with Matariki celebrations. Matariki is a time for reflection, remembrance,
gathering together and sharing food with whanau. Making and sharing Hokey Pokey is a reminder that food
is much more than nourishment — it carries stories, traditions and memories that connect us to our

families, our culture and our communities.
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This week Jonathan Lawrence, Tegan Leadbeater and Sophia Conder attended the National
Area Schools tournament held in Whangarei. Four days of tough competition with our students
competing in Ki O Rahi, Football, Basketball and Volleyball had them busy during the day and

exhausted by the end.

A massive congratulations to Jonathan who was named in the New Zealand Area Schools
Volleyball team. And to Tegan who was named in the New Zealand Area Schools Ki O Rahi team.
Very much deserved acknowledgement of their effort, dedication and skills.

Thank you to everyone who has supported our students through their fundraising; it was really
appreciated.

KAPA HAKA MATARIKI PERFORMANCE
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