
LETTER T E R M  T H R E E

Kia Ora e te whanau,

Thank you to everyone for your understanding of our ‘Snow Day’ this week. There was a lot to
consider in making this decision including bus routes, staff travel safety, and of course student
safety. All of this is compounded by the need to make a decision before daylight (and full
information) and uncertainty over the forecast for the remainder of the day. So, there is a
balancing act in making a decision based on available information, and getting a message out to
the community that allows time for family and whanau to make alternative arrangements. We
always review procedure after an event like this and so welcome any feedback from
parents/whanau.

Luckily the weather did play ball on Monday, and we were able to enjoy our annual school cross
country event. Congratulations to all students who competed and thanks to the many parents
who supported the event. Standing near the finishing line, I was witness to the whole range of
emotions and facial expressions! Cross country is not everyone’s favourite, but there is great value
in having a whole school event like this with all students participating.

Finally, a note about attendance that is well worth knowing. We can use a code ‘D’ for anything
classified as an appointment during the school day – doctor, dentist, medical specialist, therapist,
learning specialist, government and non-government agencies are included under this code.
Given our location, appointments of this type can often take the majority of a day, if not the whole
day. Most importantly, use of this code does not affect student attendance statistics (i.e it counts
them as present). This is different to the code ‘M’ (medical) which does impact attendance. Please
be sure to let us know if a student is absent for any appointments of this type, so we use the
correct code and student attendance is not impacted.

Dave Bagwell
Tumuaki
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The Year 12 and 13 PE class went to Coronet Peak for a three-day snowboarding camp along with Blue
Mountain College. It was a really great experience that a lot of us wouldn’t have had if not for PE. We

stayed at the Otago Ski Lodge right on the mountain. We had a lesson each morning, which was really
helpful in building our skills. It was great to see the progress we all made, and by the third day we had
all nailed our turns. We were really lucky to have such great snow that helped us when we fell on our
butts. Thank you to Mrs Murray for making it such a great trip, and thank you to everyone who helped

with our fundraising. We couldn’t have done it without you.
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